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A meeting of the NR/MR WIA Consortium Board was held on May 21, 2014 at 
Wytheville Meeting Center in Wytheville.  Those in attendance were as follows: 
 
Council Members 
David Hutchins - Chair 
Dr. Eric Workman – Bland 
Dan Campbell – Floyd  
Jay Williams - Giles   
Andy McCready – Pulaski 
Howard Burton - Smyth 
  
Catherine Brillhart - Bristol  
John Garner - Galax 
  
 

Staff 
Ronnie Martin 
Marty Holliday 
 
 
Guest  
Martha Samples – WIB Chair 
Betty Rowe – People, Inc 
Traci Mitchell - People, Inc. 
Mary Ann Gilmer – Goodwill Ind. of the Valleys 
Beth Moore - Goodwill Ind. of the Valleys 
 

 
 
At 10:06AM, Chair Hutchins called the meeting to order and opened with a prayer 
and all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chair Hutchins asked Ms. Holliday to call the roll.  A quorum was present. 
 
Chair Hutchins opened the floor for public comment.  Hearing none he proceed with 
the agenda. 
 
Chair Hutchins asked for any changes or comments on the Consent Agenda.  Mr. 
McCready made the motion to approve all Consent Agenda items.  Dr. Workman 
seconded the motion. The vote was called: 
 

Bland – yes, Carroll – yes, Floyd – yes, Giles – yes, Pulaski – yes, Smyth – 
yes, Bristol – yes, Galax - yes 

 
Chair Hutchins asked Ms. Holliday to update the Board on the Department of Labor 
Work Readiness Partnership Grant.  Ms. Holliday gave the members a brief update 
on the grant and the partners, noting that it would cover three Workforce Investment 
Areas (1, 2 & 3).  She told the board that the grant application was due on June 17th 
and that the partners were still putting together the project.  She stated that the grant 
amount would be no less than 3 million dollars and could go as high as 8 million.  
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She asked if the Consortium Board was willing to be the grant applicant.  After a 
brief discussion Mr. McCready made the motion to give permission for the staff to 
proceed with the application with the New River/Mount Rogers Workforce 
Investment Area Consortium Board as the grant applicant.  Dr. Workman seconded 
the motion. The vote was called: 
 

Bland – yes, Carroll – yes, Floyd – yes, Giles – yes, Pulaski – yes, Smyth – 
yes, Bristol – yes, Galax - yes 

 
 
Chair Hutchins asked Ms. Samples to give a WIB update.  Ms. Samples brought the 
Board up-to-date on WIB activities that had taken place in recent months.  She 
asked Mr. Martin to give a brief update on the VCU report on ROI for the area.  Mr. 
Martin told the members that he was satisfied with the report outcomes as the 
NR/MR WIA area had the highest ROI (and for that he thanked the Program 
Operators) among all fifteen (15) Workforce Areas in Virginia and the only Workforce 
Area with a positive TAA ROI.  A brief discussion followed. 
 
Chair Hutchins asked Mr. Martin to give an Executive Summary.  Mr. Martin gave an 
overview of program activities, budget and funding issues.  A brief discussion 
followed. 
 
Chair Hutchins told the members that the Informational Items that had been 
previously sent out would not be presented unless there were specific questions the 
members wanted to ask about them.  Mr. Martin reported in more detail on the WIB's 
vacancies.  Ms. Rowe briefly discussed the One-Stop Operator report, noting that 
there would be more details in the Program Operator presentations.  
 
Ms. Gilmer gave the Goodwill Industries presentation. Ms. Traci Mitchell gave the 
People, Inc. presentation. 
 
Ms. Holliday gave a brief update on current grants, noting that the Shenandoah 
Valley had made the decision to resend funding for the Valley OJT grant.  She told 
the members that they had been hearing rumblings for more than a year and that the 
new restrictions set up in the second year, had set up the area to fail in meeting their 
strict requirements. 

 
Mr. Martin reminded the members about the Travel Reimbursement request form to 
be completed and signed if members wanted to get reimbursed for their travel to the 
meeting.   
 
Chair Hutchins continued with the agenda noting that the next meeting will be on 
July 16, 2014 at the Wytheville Meeting Center beginning at 10:00AM.  Chair 
Hutchins told the board members that he would like to do another cookout and plans 
to have it at the September meeting.   
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With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 12:05PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Marty Holliday 
 
Marty Holliday 
Deputy Director 
    


